TOSEIDON.                                       95

the narrow defile of Tempo, between the mountains of
Olympus and Ossa, a few miles before its entrance into
the sea, suggested to Xerxes the reflection, that Thcssaly
might easily be flooded by damming up this only outlet
of the stream, and the opinion that Thessaly was actually
covered by the sea in more ancient times, appears not
only probable in itself, from a consideration of its physical
formation (and- it may be suggested from its very name,)
but is confirmed by the ancient traditions which have
assumed the fprm of mythological legends with respect to
that country. Neptune, in these accounts, strikes the
rock with his trident, and opens a passage for the
imprisoned*water, by the fissure."l The reader will not
fail to recollect that the same achievement was performed
in the draining of Cashmir, by Casyapa, a celebrated
Bud'histic saint; and lie will shortly understand the
value of the term Poseidon, when: he will duly appreciate
that primaeval industry and piety were once united in
one individual. As we gradually unravel the primitive
geography of the Indo-Hellcnic settlements, we shall, just
in that proportion, be prepared to comprehend the first
history of those colonists, for, if we arc foiled in the just
view of the earliest geography of the land, most assuredly
we shall not obtain any correct view of its history, as
they are inextricably bound up with each other.
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